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COTIIAIIEHHE MEAIY CASCATHUST U AO
AGREEMENT HETWEEN
CASCATRUST
AND
THE EURO-ASIAN ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY
REGARDING
THE CASCA SMALL TRAVEL GRANTS PROGRAM
IN THE FORMER SOVIET UNION
Preamble Cascatret o a regastered Canadian o
the Canadian Astrobomical Society (CASCA) far the
sctivities in astronomy, isciuding research
I Caseatrunt hereby contracts with the E
referred to = EAAS) for the
the purpese set out below.

11 The funds shall be dishursed to individual astresamers in the lands of the forme:
Soviet Umen, including the Baltic republice, (berrafter ieferrnd 10 a9 the FSU) m the form
of grants, 1o be called “The CASCA Small Travel Grants” Exck grant is wot to esceed $500
US, and sball be used to cover partially or mn fall the travel costs fur & visit 10 an astronomical
Tesearch mstitution, either within the FSU or in o foreign land, for research pumpotes {ac-
quisition of cbeervational data, wse of computing

uiimnrt research collaboration). The
awards shall be made under the following conditiany:

1) The recipiont astrovomer shall bave submittod = grant applicatios o the EAAS
EVIng the mame, age and bome institutios of the applicant, the purpose of the proposed
travel, the matitution to be vinited {the host institution), the proposed dates of the travel,
and the smouut of funding requested. The application m=et also include confirmation of the
acorplance of the virit by the bost institution. 1t must shiw the sourer of otber funds that
may be required for the travel to be successfully undertaken.

2) The roapient shall be of the age of 40 years or younger st the date of ceenmencerment
g of travel
3) The requested duration of travel shall not excerd six months.
1) The travel shall sot be for the parpose of
renulls Mt s confernnce or workshop,
5) The applicant and

haritable organizatior —stablished by
iitation and support of educational

uro-Asan Astronomical Society (hereaftes
disbursmest of funds provided by Cascatrust exclusively for

attendance or presentation of research

the purpose for which the grant i to be used shail Bave been

pudlged 10 B worthy by & small EAAS cottitnittes (the EAAS Advisory Commiitee, Sectian
IV below)

6) The graut recipient shall have accented the rexponsibility of providing & brief sigoed



EAAS and 1o Cascatrust (18 Euglsh or French) ypon compietson of the travel

repatt 1o

giving details of the trip, how the (inds were used, and the re=earch whuck they ansisted

111 The EAAS shall estalilish a separate financis! aceomnt into which they shall depont
Lall be muade

Cascatreat funds as provided from time Lo time and from which traves grasis sea
spoeed by Cascatyust Immedistely at the end of each Cascalrnst
1

after they bave been 55§

fiscal yeas (enling on March 31), the EAAS shall submit to Cascalrust as exart accounting
of the funds received (rom Cascatiust in the proceeding yoar, anvd Af exact accounting of the
fupds distnersed in the form of travel grasts dunng that veas: No funds skall be dishursed
from this sccount other thau in the form of travel grants. Neceapts, vouchers and full and

complete reports whiall be hept for such dishursemenis, snd provided 1o Cascatrust on 2

regular hasis or al any Lme upods request.

IV. The EAAS shall undertake to establish an EAAS Advisory Commttes, before

March 31, 1994, to assist in the selection process, 1t ahall comsist of moee thas three and fewer
than seven members, Lo be as represcatative as possibile of the grographic and zstropomical
diversity of the lands of the FSU The compasition of the EAAS Advisory Comirmitier shall be
subjoct 10 approval by Cascatrust Toe forma for spplication anid the detailed procedures of
proposal submission znd assessment shall be {ormulated by the EAAS Advisary Commitiee
V Caseatrust, jointly with CASCA, will extablizh & CASCA FSU Travel Grant Com
mittee responsible for providing all neceasary assistance to Cascutrust in the operation of
the CASCA Senall Travel Grant program
VI Thi EAAS shall undertake sidvertive within the FSU the availability of these
wravel grants. Costs of administering the funds and advertising the grants shall be barne by
the EAAS or its agents
VIL The EAAS Advisory Committee shall recommend one of o= spplicants, in order

of standing, to the CASCA FSU Travel Grant Committes for receipt of each CASCA Srmall
Trsvel Grant. If more than one applicant is recommended, the CASCA FSU Travel Grant
Committes will make the fiml selection of the recipient. No funds shall be disbureed to
any selected applicant wntil Caseatrust, throtigh the CASCA FSU Traveld Grant Committes,
has approved of the grant in wrniting, which may inclade by electronic mail or by facmmile
tramsmission, In making 3 recormendation to the CASCA FSU Travel Grant Committee
the information outlined in Section |11 shall be includad.
VIIL Cascatrust snd any contract into which it enters are subject 1o the proviscns

and requirements of the Cunadian income Tax Acty Cascatrust i required to have aod
maintain full and complete ditectica control and ssian over the application of euy af
its funds. The EAAS assures Cascatrust that it will be 3 respotiaive a2 the communicalons
media allow to requests from Crscatrast for consultation and informatios with regard to this
travel grant program, and that it will permit inspection of all its records of this program i
pecessary by & tepresentative of Cascatrast
1X_ This agreement will be in fotee fror

or setil it in extended, m;n'rmlrd ot Teplaces
is agreemenl may be termins

1 the jast date of signature entil March 31, 1996,
{ by a subsequent agresment. Otherwise. both
parties agroc that th ted by either party Ly giving four months
otice. 1o the event of Lezmination, the EA AS will refund forthwith to Cascatrust all funds

pemaining in the acoownt (e disbursement of which has not already bees approved by the

Cascatrust Commuties




HOBASI OBCEPBATOPHSA B TYPLHH

Frof. N. Bochkarev
Co-Chairman, FSU Astronamical Society

Deas Prol. N. Bochkares,

May | britg Lo your attention & tow site for optical sstronsny currently being developed
al Halarlitepe, near Antalya, m southern Turkey This site w ot an altitude of 2500 m. and
& distunce of sbout 40 km from Antalys where there is an sirport and & university. The
seemg salastics are excellent, a5 you will see descnbod m Aslan <t al, ALA, 208, 385 (1699)

The site is now beiag developed Iy the Scientific and Technical Resensch Council of
Turkey (TUBITAK). The toad to the summut and the dectnoty supply are seady. Building
plans for a service and accesnedation boilding, and & first dome for a Al con. telencope from
the University of Utrecht are sow ready also, to begin coustzuction 1 May 1985

We have an agreement with Engelbardt Observalory, Kazun, W obtais their uew |5
m telescope for Barkitfitepe in exchange for the infrastructure and 608 of the observing
time. The site in being advertised internationally, for further collaborations on & simila:
basin. Would you be no kind & 10 consider the ponsibilities of collaborstion with the Russian
astronomical community along these lines?

| would like to take thi opportunity to extend my bhest regards, and those of my
Turkish colleagues to you and W the Rmsan community of sstronomers, with hopes for
fruitful collaboration

M. Ali Alper
Member of the Council Turkish Astroncmical Socety, Academy of Sornces of Tutkey
and TUBITAK

Phyncs Department
Middle Exst Techtical Univeraity, Ankara 00511, Turkey

HOHAS OBCEFBATOFMS HA KPUTE
The Skinakas Observatory in the Island of Crete

The Skinakas Observatory is jointly operated by the University of Crete, the Foundation
for Research and Technology, Hellas and the Max Plank Institute for Extraterrestrial Pliysics
(Garching, Gexmany ). The observatory 1 located on the Ida mountaio chan at an altitude
of 750 m. It can be reached by car iu less thas 90 minutes froa: the juternational sirport of
Heraklion. There are a large munber of micrmational flights to Heraklbion each day as Crete
is & major tocrist destination

The summit of Mt. Skinakas i pearly flat ares of approximately 300x300 m. The
moustain s steep in the direction of 1he prevailing winds (sorth Lo north west) and ol
the olher peaks in (bat direction are considerably lower, allowing for relatively undisturbed
airflow. According to local experience (supported by satellite photographs) approximately
180 clear nights are expected cach year. A small 30 cmn aperture Schmidt telescope hia been
aperating on Skinakas since 1987, equipped with & OCD camera system (eryugenically coaled
TI chip with 384 x576 pixels) By installing an autoguider to 19, interesting ohsorvations
of gasevus nebulae have been accomplisbod

By this year, a 1.3 m Ritchey-Cretien telescope with a focal ratio of F8 started op-
eration equipped with a Thomaon CCD with 1024x 1024 pixels (also cryogesically cooled)
A focal reducer and an echelle spectrograph are under comstruction. The focal reducesr will
also allow for jow resslution speciyoscopy. There also exist plans for building & low ordes
adaptive optics systemn



Sering conditions ate currently dedured froms the FWHM of star inmages recarded with
the CCD camers. These give FWHM values typecally in the range 10 1o 1.5 arcscconds
This figure also mcludes blurring of the image due 1o dome seeng, amd alignnest errors in
the telescope. These factors are curtently being investigatod  We plas 1o impicove the dome
secing by anrconditicning the dome and mirrors, and Are consiScling & seciug Mheniter o
better determine the trite seeitg Based on the data aviilable. the sctual FWHM due to
astmmpheric seeing will be consderably less than the wluns grvem above, protably Saving
typical values betwern 0.8 and 1.2 arevec

The observetory as well as the supporting acsdenne and research mstitations (which
are Jocated ip the srarby city of Heraklion) provide stroug computational image processing
facilities Lo uners of the obwervatory. Besides two convex mnchines, the campus bie more
thas 100 workstations of vasious types [SUN, HP. DEC IHM) setwieked together

Although Skimakas looks very promising for the use of larger telescopes. Lhere are
several other sites of high altitude in Crete (ranging from 2150 1o 2450 m) which could also
provide very good observing cooditions. The conditions at these sites could he explored i
wmstallation of & Large telescope (of the 4 m cliss) s cousidernd

The Greek scademic and tesearch institutions (Uuiversity of Crete and the Founda-
tom for Research and Technology, Hellas) are willing to consider cooperation with Russian
imstitutions in creating a modern astronomical ohservatory with & tefescope of the 4 m class

Prol. J. Paramastorakia
Head of the Skinakia Obwervaiory
Physics Dept | Usiversity of Crete and Foundatioa for Research and Techuology, Hellas
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